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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2014-285
Sponsor: Council President, per Ordinance 2010-725-E
Date of Introduction: April 22, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: April 25, 2014
Type of Action: Special District Budget Approval
Bill Summary: The ordinance approves the Harbour Waterway Special District proposed Fiscal Year 2014-2015 budget, per Ordinance 2010-725-E and Section 189.4041, Florida Statutes.
Background Information:  Florida Statutes provide that the City Council may create dependent special districts for the purpose of delivering essential services to specific areas within the City.  The system of canals located in the Harbour Waterway neighborhood, located in Council District 1, require continuous maintenance in order to remain navigable and sanitary.  The City is unable to provide the human and financial resources required to properly maintain this canal system.  A dependent special district financed by the property owners whose properties abut the canal system provides an effective vehicle to ensure that the canals are properly maintained.  The Special District’s elected board is authorized to impose a non-ad valorem assessment for each residential unit.  Ordinance 2010-725-E established the Harbour Waterway Special District and stipulated that the District is required to submit its proposed budget annually to the City Council prior to April 1st.  The District has submitted its proposed Fiscal Year 2014-2015 budget to the City Council prior to April 1st and is seeking approval of the budget by the City Council.
Policy Impact: Special Districts
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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